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As a medium, film is not limited to motion pictures, since the technology developed as the 
basis for photography. It can be used to present a progressive sequence of still images in 
the form of a slideshow. Film has also been incorporated into multimedia presentations and 
often has importance as primary historical documentation. However, historic films have 
problems in terms of preservation and storage, and the motion picture industry is exploring 
many alternatives. Most films on cellulose nitrate base have been copied onto modern safety 
films. Some studios save color films through the use of separation masters: three B&W 
negatives each exposed through red, green, or blue filters essentially a reverse of the 
Technicolor process. Digital methods have also been used to restore films, although their 
continued obsolescence cycle makes them as of 2006 a poor choice for long-term 
preservation. Film preservation of decaying film stock is a matter of concern to both film 
historians and archivists and to companies interested in preserving their existing products 
in order to make them available to future generations and thereby increase revenue. 
Preservation is generally a higher concern for nitrate and single-strip color films, due to 
their high decay rates black-and-white films on safety bases and color films preserved on 
Technicolor imbibition prints tend to keep up much better, assuming proper handling and 
storage. 


The lack of theatrical releases from Hollywood studios resulted in an anime film—Demon 
Slayer: Mugen Train—becoming the first-ever non-Hollywood film to top the annual 
worldwide box office. The film benefited from Japans relative control of the pandemic at the 
time of its release, the popularity of the franchise, and reduced competition from 
international films.120121 With both Los Angeles and New York City having allowed 
cinemas to reopen by March 2021, it was expected that film distributors would be more 
confident in releasing higher-profile films.122123 During that month, Disney announced 
that Black Widow would open in theaters on July 9, 2021 and would also be available on 
Disney+ the same day with Premier Access, following the same release strategy that was 
used for one of the companys other films, Raya and the Last Dragon.124 Two more of 
Disneys films, Cruella and Jungle Cruise, were also given this hybrid release.124125 


Streaming services The BBC noted that the popularity of streaming services could increase, 
especially if more people are isolated at home,85 with The Guardian suggesting that non- 
blockbuster films may be sent to streaming more quickly than anticipated after release, to 
catch this market.7 One popular film to stream was 2011s Contagion, which moved up from 
being the 270th most-Watch ed Warner Bros. film in December 2019 to become its 2nd 
most-Watch ed film in 2020 by March7218 and entered the top 10 on iTunes film 
rentals,219 ostensibly due to the similarities its story bears to the outbreak.7218219 The 
stock of increased in 2020 by March 12. The platform had released its original docuseries 
Pandemic: How to Prevent an Outbreak at the end of January 2020.81 Disney+ went live in 
India on March 11 via its domestic service Hotstar, eighteen days before it was set to, 
though Disneys shares had fallen by 23% on March 9.81 
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